
 
 Sheila Dixon  

Mayor, 
Baltimore 

250 City Hall Baltimore Maryland 21202 
410-396-3835  Fax: 410-576-9425 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 7, 2007 

CONTACT: 
Anthony McCarthy 

(410) 869-6079 (Cell) 
 
 

Mayor Sheila Dixon Retains Gillard, Baker and Tanner 
 
Baltimore, MD (February 7, 2007) – Mayor Sheila Dixon announced today that she’s retaining 
Alvin O. Gillard, Executive Director Baltimore Community Relations Commission (CRC), 
Sandra E. Baker, Director Environmental Control Board and David Tanner, Executive Director 
Board of Municipal & Zoning Appeals.  
  
“David, Sandra and Alvin are all great representatives of my vision for a more efficient and 
effective City government,” stated Mayor Dixon.  “They’ve each not only brought innovative 
ideas to these enforcement and monitoring agencies, but they’ve quietly and appropriately 
implemented those innovations.  For those sometimes subtle, but always significant innovations, 
I’m glad that David, Sandra and Alvin will continue their work for the City of Baltimore.”  
  
Gillard, a Baltimore native has been head of the CRC since 1996.  The agency has the 
responsibility of accepting and investigating complaints of unlawful discrimination in the areas 
of employment, public accommodations, education, housing and health and welfare agencies. 
  
During Gillard’s tenure the Community Relations Commission has focused on issues of equity 
and fairness in employment in both the public and private sectors.  The Commission has also 
developed outreach programs designed to overcome racial and cultural barriers while promoting 
diversity and inclusion. 
  
Sandra Baker has been the Executive Director of The Environmental Control Board for the last 
six years. During her tenure she has established an adjudication process that involves licensed 
attorneys as Administrative Judges to hear the contested citations instead of employees of the 
issuing agencies. She also, in conjunction with the Collections Division and the Law 
Department, instituted the lien process for individuals who ignore their environmental fines.  
Working with the Health Department, Baker is institutionalizing a suspension procedure for 
merchants who fail to comply with their environmental citations.  
  
Expanding her expertise across agencies, Baker has worked closely with the Mayor’s Office of 
Information Technology (MOIT) to develop a database for quick access to all environmental 
citations issued by the five different city agencies so that there could be a faster response to 
constituents over the phone.  
  
David Tanner became the Executive Director of the Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals 
(BMZA) in 2001. 
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He has been employed by the City of Baltimore for the past 35 years. During his 35 years with 
the City, David has gained valuable and broad experiences and has steadily assumed more 
responsibility over that time period.  Mr. Tanner has made particular contributions in the field of 
Zoning Administration, Code Enforcement, Community Planning and Land Use Regulation. He 
recognizes the need for a proper balance between community and neighborhood interests, 
business and development interests, individual property owners, local government, code 
enforcement and land use planning goals. 
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